[Changes in the glomerular filtration barrier during aging in rats].
In this work, we analysed histochemical, biochemical and functional modifications of the glomerular basement membrane (GBM), occurring for aging, in the Rat. The results suggest an increase of collagenous components and a decrease of sulfated glucosaminoglycans as a function of age. In other respects, fixed anionic sites of the GBM, disclosed by colloidal iron, are almost exclusively restricted to the laminae rarae in one month-old rats, whereas the marker appears randomly scattered among the lamina densa in 12 month-old animals. These changes could be the cause of increased permeability of the GBM during aging.